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The hopes, desires and boundless optimism for the future were on full display at this year's 19th annual speech
contest and 9th annual recitation contest. All were captivated by each student's command of the English language
and the calm they each had on stage. The speeches touched on a variety of subjects akin to the hearts and minds of
the student body at Yamamura Kokusai high school. If one listened carefully to the message behind each speech the
future bodes well for our students.

The first prize went to Kanno Fuyuka (2-3) for her brilliant explanation of the OMOTENASHI spirit and helping
conjure up enthusiasm for the 2020 Olympics in Japan. The second place prize went to Samukawa Koki (3-5) for his
skillfully choreographed, action packed speech that focused on his passion to be an action film director. The third
place prize went to Iwabuchi Naomi (1-2) for her speech about Philippine Fiesta. Ms. Iwabuchi's booming voice,
energetic smile and traditional attire made for great fun.

Kozai Serika (2-3) imparted her wisdom on how to smile in the face of adversity, cherish friendship and, most
importantly enjoy the moment with a smile. Ogino Yui (2-7) tackled a difficult subject of love and defined it as well
as anyone can. She told us that love is more than a dictionary definition, but breed of action, sincere action and
sacrifice. Yonekura Rena (3-5) embarked on telling us all of the hero in her life, her father. A tribute to the love,
affection and respect she has for her father.

This year's recitation contest was won by Baba
Tamami (1-3). Her confident and skillful recitation
charmed us all. Our runners up included Kono Yuke
(1-1), Suzuki Yusuke (1-1), Matsuoka Miho (1-5),
Takiyoshi Haruka (1-6) and Mizuno Kotone (1-7).

These students embodied the future with their
enthusiasm, love and hope. Their efforts helped to
continue the rich and ever growing tradition of
English speech at Yamamura Kokusai high school.
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