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| British Hills is a village on Mount Tenei
in Fukushima Prefecture. It was built for
Japanese students to enjoy British
culture, tradition and language. The
. main building is in the style of a British
manor house, a grand stone building like
a palace, where rich English families
would live half their lives, the other half
Y in London. There are eight guest
" houses, beautiful half-timbered build-
ings, each with furniture brought from
the United Kingdom, luxury beds and
bathtubs, and a common room with gorgeous sofas and
armchairs, collections of English books, paintings and all the
tea you can drink. It has the barracks styled on Caerphilly
Castle in Wales, a tea house, a bar, an English school style
dining hall and a snooker room. It is the perfect setting to
enjoy British culture, while learning the English language.

In the middle of the corona pandemic, there were great
fears that this year we could not go, but with careful plan-
ning and luck, we managed to go. With so much cancelled
over the last few years, 36 students signed up to take part.

To increase the experience, everything from the planning
and preparation was in English. On board the bus, the
students watched an English film and we rose up the moun-
tain into the village, blanketed in fresh snow. It was a truly
Christmas feeling. Harry Potter, strong in mind, the students
put on the provided manteaux and began a rich experience.

We had two guest houses exclusive to our students, allow-
ing us to enjoy a little bit the Hogwarts common room expe-
rience. | hope there were no Harry Potter style midnight
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adventures!

Most of our meals were in the grand refectory, with the
crests of the counties of England decorating the walls, but
we also ate in the octagonal dining hall, truly like an English
school lunch hall. Students had five reqular lessons: Surviv-
al English, Design your Ideal School, Snooker, Calligraphy
and Cooking. They learnt to play snooker on real tables, 12
foot by 6 foot (3.65m x 1.86m), weighing over 1000kg. It is a
game began in India, with the present rules created by a
British army officer a hundred years ago. In the cooking
lesson, they made shortbread to take home to their families
and friends. In the evenings, some students took opportuni-
ties to join extra lessons, while others explored the beautiful
buildings, and enjoyed the Christmas atmosphere. Every-
thing from introduction, tour of the manor house, meals,
checking in and out, shopping and of course lessons was in
English!

The students tried really hard. They used English as much
as possible, and enjoyed their efforts.

On the last day, we had a meal in the Falstaff Pub. Every-
one experienced eating fish ‘n chips, and many students
enjoyed a (non-alcohol!) Butter beer, just like Harry, Ron
and Hermione in the Hog’s Head. It was a great end to three
days rich in experiences and learning!
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